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Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Hull and District Chess Association, held at Holiday Inn Express, Ferensway, 

Tuesday 20
th

 March 2018. 

 

 

The President opened the Meeting at 7.10pm. The Meeting, due notice having been given, was quorate. 

 

Present: Steve King (President), Stephen Greep, Steve Hodge, Mike Pollard, Derek Sheppard, Scott Nicholson, Andrew 

Bettley. Steve Thrower. 

 

In Attendance:. Mike Butt 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Douglas Vleeshhouwe, Jim Micklevic, Bill Wright and Roger Noble 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

2.1 The minutes of the committee meeting of 9
th

 January 2018 were agreed as a true record. 

 

3.  Matters arising: (not covered elsewhere on the agenda): None 

 

4. Treasurers report and papers: 

4.1 Treasurers Report: SH had produced a written report, previously circulated. It was likely that the Charity 

would significantly underspend its budget this year, particularly in respect of junior and public events. The 

Congress account now showed a small overspend - this was in respect of grading fees from the ECF for those 

players who were not silver members (much of this would have already been recovered in congress fees) 

 

5.  ECF League Management System : The training day had been successful and DV had written out to all clubs 

requesting details of people who would need access to the system  - all clubs, except HANA, Hull and Withernsea had 

responded. The LMS would be used for the summer league. 

 

 It was noted that Chessnuts was to cease in its current form at the end of the winter season. It was agreed to recognise the 

contribution that Jon Griffiths had made to Chess in Yorkshire though the provision of Chessnuts. SG to enquire of the 

YCA what appropriate recognition would be.   

 

 6. HDCA Website: SK reported that the new web site was live, although there were some issues to fix, particularly on the 

home page.  

 

7. Chess Summer School: LJ had previously distributed a paper on the three-day summer school proposals. Following a 

debate and a vote (5-2 in favour) it was agreed not to charge parents for the summer school and that the Charity would 

contribute £1,600 to this event. The majority of this could be met from the current year underspend. LJ and MP to 

progress and contact all schools in the area, but particularly concentrating on schools in ‘disadvantaged’ areas. It was 



2 

 

noted that due to the Charities financial position it was unlikely that we would receive any supporting fund from the 

Robinson Fund. 

 

8. Member Events 
8.1  2018 Coaching: SG – reported that the coaching day with James Adair on February 18

th
 at the Lawns, had been 

a success. However, interest in these days was declining and it was likely that there would again be only one day 

organised next year.  

8.2 ECF Arbiter training: 10 local players had put their name forward for this programme. The ECF had been 

provided with details. 

8.3 Chessbase training: Currently seven on the attendee list. Maximum 10. SG would send a reminder out before 

the event. 

 

9. Public Events – reports and updates 
9.1  2018 – 55

th
 Hull Congress: SK gave a brief update on this year’s congress which would take place at Hymers 

on 2
nd

/4
th

 November. The congress would use the Swiss master software (previously purchased) for the first 

time. Entry forms would be distributed soon. 

9.2 2018 British Championships: Around 20 has attended the British evening. The evenings presentation had been 

distributed to all local players. An update on events and event progress was presented to the meeting. The 

£10,000 funding form HCL had been confirmed and the budget allocation agreed. 

9.3  2018 Hull Grandmaster Challenge: This was on track as previously reported. Details had been received from 

Jovanka Houska to enable the publicity to be produced. 

9.4 2018 Chess Grandmaster@The Local : as 9.6 above. ECF funding support had been agreed. 

9.5    2018 Hull Junior Congress: MP reported that this was not well supported locally, but three local juniors had 

won prizes. If local attendance didn’t improve it was possible that this event would be pulled from the Yorkshire 

Junior Grand Prix arrangements. 

 

10.  Officers Reports 

10.1  League, Cup and Fixture secretaries: Nothing to add other than in the circulated reports.  

 10.2   Junior Officer Report: Nothing further to add to the written report previously distributed. 

10.3   Match Captains Report : No report received. 

  

 

 11. Any other notified business:  

11.1 Days of Trustees meetings: It had been suggested that Trustee meetings should move to a different day of the 

week to avoid conflict with match nights. Following discussion, it was agreed that this would make little impact 

and that Trustee meetings would continue to be on a Tuesday. 

 11.2 GDPR (General data Protection Requirements) A paper indicating the importance of GDPR and the Charities 

compliance was circulated. This would need to be further disused at the next meeting, but the Charity would 

need to take some action in the short term to ensure compliance.  

11.3 John Griffith. Jon was retiring from running Chessnuts at the end of this season. He has single-handedly kept 

Chessnuts going for many years and would be a huge loss. In recognition of his service to Yorkshire Chess it 

was agreed to make a small presentation to him at the YCA AGM in June. SG to contact YCA officials for 

ideas. 

 

12. Date of next meeting –  Tuesday May 15th, Holiday Inn Express, St Stephen’s, Ferensway. 19.15 SG noted that 

he would be an apology for this meeting – that would consider AGM matters.  

 

There being no further business the President closed the Meeting at 21.00 

Stephen Greep,  

Hon. General Secretary.  

08/05/18 

 


