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HULL AND DISTRICT CHESS ASSOCIATION 

(Charity Number 1155858) 

ANNUAL REPORT 2017/18 

This report takes the form of a series of  sections, first made to the  members of the Charity at its Annual General Meeting in 

June 2018.  It is a true representation of the activities of the Charity during the year.  Our commitment to deliver public bene-

fit, through our activities, is particularly demonstrated by our  public events, support to schools, prison chess and the open 

nature of chess provision throughout the area. Any questions in respect of this report should be made to the Hon. General Sec-

retary, Dr Stephen Greep (secretary@hullchess.com). The Charity is administered by 15 Trustees, who are the officers and 

committee members of the Association. 

Trustees of The Charity 

President (and web master and congress organiser):    S. King 

Vice President (and league secretary and cup controller):   A. Bettley (the individual events were controlled by Shaun 

         Taylor) 

General Secretary:           S. Greep 

Treasurer:        S. Hodge 

Fixture Secretary (and summer league controller):  D. Sheppard 

Publicity Officer:       R. Noble 

Junior Officer:       M. Pollard 

Match Captain:       D. Mills 

Trustees without office:       G.Chesters, L. Jones, J. Miklevicz, S. Nicholson, S. Thrower 

         D. Vleeshhouwer, and W.Wright    

 

Our Year : A Summary  

It has been another good year for Chess in Hull and District, reflected in the various ‘officer’ reports which follow this general 

summary. The numbers of players remained  static; there were 146 players registered with clubs (constituent members) and 2 

individual members of the Charity. 116 players have taken part in competitive matches over the last two years. Approximately 

800 individual games of chess were played in league and cups-a full list of both league and individual tournament winners is 

included in the League and Cup Secretaries Report. Congratulations to all team and individual performances, as well as to 

those who competed successfully in the Yorkshire League competitions. This year all our cup competitions (individual and 

team) were completed on time for the second year running. 

As a reminder to all members of the Charity the key strategies which inform all our decision making are: 

• Chess Strategy – the chess ‘promotion and development’ strategy - what we are trying to achieve over the next five to 

ten years.  This is the key strategy document as the others strategies are, in effect, enablers, to provide for us to deliver 

the Charity’s objects as set out in our Constitution.   

• Investment Strategy – how we decide to invest our funds, the required return and overall longer term view of our in-

vestments.  In brief we expect the funds to keep pace with inflation and to 

deliver an annual return of £5,000. The capital element of this fund current-

ly stands at £186,000 (see the Treasurers report below). This strategy was 

updated  in year. 

• Reserves strategy – money we will keep aside for ‘emergencies’ and to 

minimise any short term financial risk from variations in the capital provi-

sion of the Charities Investment Funds. We have kept this to a minimum of 

£2,500. This strategy was updated in year. 

• Financial Strategy – how we are going to spend our income from our in-

vestments and other income. A budget based approach reviewed on an annual basis. This strategy was updated  in year. 

All our strategies and policies are available on line and can be seen on our web site. They are also obtainable from the General 

Secretary. In addition, during the year, the Charity agreed a Privacy Policy in line with new European wide legislation in re-

spect of  Data Protection.  

A major development, agreed at the 2017 AGM, attended by Mike Truran Chief Executive of the ECF, was the requirement  
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for all players taking part in HDCA events to become members of the ECF. This proved a timely agreement as, sadly, our cur-

rent grading system, Chessnuts, will cease to function in its current form from the end of this season. Starting with the summer 

league we shall be using the ECF League Management System (LMS) ensuring the use of ECF grades from next season. Along-

side the introduction of the LMS we commissioned  professional help to upgrade our web site which now presents a modern 

image of the Charity with more information available to all our members and public alike.  

During the year it was announced that 2018 will see the British Chess Championships in Hull - for the first time ever. We have 

been involved in planning for the event and through a generous grant from Hull Culture and Leisure, together with some of our 

own funds and further financial support from the ECF we have been able to make a significant contribution to the event includ-

ing publishing  a History of Chess in Hull, by Roger Noble and a new Trophy, The City of Hull trophy that will ensure Hull is 

remembered every year.  

There was a full season of competitive events (the results of which are in the sections following this report) and we continued to 

compete with two teams in the Yorkshire League. We continued replacing the Charities cups and trophies. This year we replaced 

the trophies to be awarded for the U125 and U165 individual events plus a trophy for the newly introduced Junior event. We 

have increased the chess equipment held by the Charity and supported clubs in further purchase of digital clocks and continued 

to support schools and prison chess.  The Congress (our 54th) took pace in October, at Hymers College. A successful event, 

numbers were up on previous years and financially it was almost in balance, a huge improvement on previous years when the 

congress had incurred significant losses. While local support remained steady (but not large) support from non local players im-

proved. The 2018 Hull Chess Congress will be held at the same venue. 

Through our Junior Officer we continue to support schools and junior chess. There are now  three juniors in the top 10 in York-

shire. There have been some notable successes (see junior report below) and Hull Chess 

Club, in particular are to be congratulated for their development of junior players. In Febru-

ary, Hymers was also the venue for the second Hull Junior Chess Congress as a part of the 

Yorkshire chess Grand Prix. Although over 50 juniors took part, local support needs to be 

stronger in future years.  

As a charity we are required to demonstrate the delivery of ‘public benefit’. A number of our 

events are open to chess players outside our area. Mike Pollard organised, with local player 

support, a day of chess for the public in Hull library to coincide with National Chess Day. 

With the support of the ECF, in June we held a second Chess Master@The Local event at 

Furley and Co and featured an evening with the British No. 1 GM Michael Adams (below right), as well as the special produc-

tion of  Grandmaster Ale. 

In June we held our fourth  Hull Grandmaster Challenge. We were fortunate to secure  Brit-

ish Number One GM Michael Adams, a top 50 world ranked player and the highest British 

GM. Although we registered  no wins either in the morning blitz or in the afternoon there 

were several draws and the prize of a copy of Fritz  (kindly donated by Chess Direct) was 

won by David Stothard. Thanks to Roger Noble for again producing a DVD of the event and 

an excellent caricature of Michael Adams (amongst some local players too –see below left!) 

copies of which were signed by Michael Adams and on sale at the event.  A national caption 

competition was run by Chess Magazine of GM Michael Adams playing local Michael Ad-

ams (above left).  The 2017 October issue of Chess magazine carried a two page article  written by Stephen Greep, on our series 

of Grandmaster Challenges following the previous years article . 

In July we held the third new Presentation evening and team lightning event, at the Mecure 

Hull Royal Hotel. Sixty Five local players took part  in the team lightning event (12 more than 

in the previous year and far more than attended the congress; see page one for a photograph of 

the event).  A great evening and we were pleased to welcome players from outside our area 

from Grimsby and Scunthorpe. Both trophies played for on the night were won by Grimsby. 

November saw the second in the new series of  the Hull Rapid Play at The Lawns, Cottingham 

and attracted  over 30 players (just down on the previous year).   

Following successful training days in previous years a training day was led by James Adair. We were also pleased to host an 

ECF arbiters Training weekend in May. Six local players took part, funded by HDCA. There have also been training days on the 

ECF Local Management System led by Douglas Vleeshhouwer and on Chessbase led by Eric Gardiner. A presentation evening 

on the British Championships was led by Stephen Greep. 

Finally a big thank you to everyone who has supported events run by the Charity and clubs during the year, especially those peo-

ple who have taken on the responsibility of organising events on behalf of all the members of the Charity and the general public. 

In particular chess players in Hull and District should join us in a thanks to Scott Nicholson and Lester Jones who have decided 

not to continue as trustees next year. We recognise that time put in by very many individuals often goes unrecognised, but  with-

out the efforts of people at Association and, in particular, club level, chess would not be possible. We should also not forget that 

the activities run by the Association would not have been possible without the generosity of the legacy left by Bob Ross.  
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Statement of Financial Activities 
 

Key Financial Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The receipts include £5,000 income from the Associations investments, £602 from team/individual fees and entry fees for the 

congress and other events. 

Payments include the congress prizes/costs (£4,073), costs of running the leagues and other events (£4,056), the ecf member-

ship subsidy (£784) and publicity/advertising costs including developing a new website (£829). 

This year as a result of a lower prize fund and lower venue hire costs the congress approximately broke even, which is a big 

improvement on the previous year when there was a loss of £1,500. 

The Association has continued with its policy of replacing old trophies and has this year invested in new trophies for the indi-

vidual tournaments at a cost of £436.  The Association has also invested in some new clocks, a printer and a projector. 

Overall the investments managed by Cardale continue to meet our strategy of the capital keeping pace with inflation over the 

medium term and providing an income of £5,000 each year to fund the Associations activities.  The current value of the fund is 

£186,000 and has increased by 6.3% over the three years since the initial investment (compared to UK inflation at approx. 

7.0% over the same period). 

Looking forward to 2017/18 the Association has set a budget of £6,900 for planned annual activities based on income from 

investments, team fees and grant income for the junior coaching. £2,500 has also been set aside to support this years British 

Chess Championships in Hull. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Competitive Chess : League, Summer League and Cups  

 

     

 

 

 

 

Leagues 

JP Lawson 6 Board Div 1 

Hull E won the league with St Andrews A runners up. Willows B relegated. Eight out of thirty matches rearranged (27%). Two 
postponements were defaulted  and four matches ended up being defaulted (13%), three of these in May. 

 

 JP Lawson 6 Board Divison One   

 Team  P  W  D  L  F  A  GD  Def  Pts   

Hull E 10 9 1 0 41½ 18½ 23 0 19 Champions 

St Andrews A 10 7 2 1 37 23 14 0 16 Runners Up 

Hull C 10 4 1 5 28½ 31½ -3 0 9   

Beverley A 10 4 0 6 31 29 2 0 8   

Willows A 10 3 0 7 28 32 -4 0 6   

Willows B 10 1 0 9 14 46 -32 0 2 Relegated 

  2017/18 (£)   2016/17(£) 

Starting Cash Balance 8,916   3,223 

Receipts 11,407   15,392 

Payments (10,078)   (9,079) 

Asset and investment purchases (1,107)   (620) 

Transfer to reserves (2,500)     

Set aside to support British Championships in 2018 (2,500)     

Final Cash Balance 4,138   8,916 
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ES Starkey 6 board Div 2 

Victoria Dock won the league with Hull D runners up, Victoria Dock promoted.  Four out of thirty matches rearranged (13%) 

 

RP Ross 4 board Div 1 

Beverley D won the league,  Beverley Redsox runners up. HANA Kasparov and Beverley C  were relegated. Seven out of fifty 

six matches rearranged (13%) Two matches ended up being defaulted (4%) and one match double defaulted as not rearranged. 

 

RP Ross 4 board Div 2 

Hull Juniors won the league with Hull X runners up both teams promoted.  Four out of seventy two matches rearranged (6%) 

 

Team Cups 

 

Thomas Atkinson Trophy 

Eleven teams, entered (ten last year) Hull E won with Beverley Redsox runners up. Two out of ten matches defaulted (20%). 

RP Ross Cup  

Fifteen teams, entered (thirteen  last year) Beverley Redsox winners with Hull Futures 1 runners up. Four out of fourteen match-
es defaulted (29%). 

George Willoughby Trophy 

Sixteen teams entered (thirteen last year). Three teams tied, title awarded to Grimsby with Hull C as runners up on the basis of 
games won v games lost.. 

Peter Withill  Trophy.  

Sixteen teams entered (thirteen last year). Won by Grimsby with Hull All Stars and Scunthorpe B joint runners up. 

ES Starkey 6 Board Division Two   

Team P W D L F A GD Def Pts   

Victoria Dock 10 7 1 2 38 22 16 0 15 Promoted winners 

Hull D 10 5 4 1 36½ 23½ 13 0 14   

Beverley B 10 5 1 4 32½ 27½ 5 0 11   

Hull G 10 4 2 4 28½ 31½ -3 0 10   

Hull Futures A 10 4 0 6 26 34 -8 0 8   

St Andrews B 10 1 0 9 18½ 41½ -23 0 2   

RP Ross 4 Board Division One   

Team P W D L F A GD Def Pts   

Beverley D 14 7 5 2 34 26 8 0 19   

Beverley Redsox 14 5 7 2 33 26 7 0 17   

Withernsea 14 6 4 4 33 29 4 0 16   

St Andrews B 14 5 4 5 27½ 30½ -3 0 14   

St Andrews C 14 3 7 4 31½ 27½ 4 0 13   

Hull F 14 4 4 6 25 28 -3 0 12   

HANA Kasparov 14 3 4 7 27 31 -4 0 10 Relegated 

Beverley C 14 3 3 8 26 39 -13 0 9 Relegated 

RP Ross 4 Board Division Two   

Team P W D L F A GD Def Pts   

Hull Juniors 16 9 4 3 55½ 40½ 15 0 22 Promoted winners 

Hull X 16 7 6 3 39½ 33½ 6 0 20 Promoted 

Hull Futures 1 16 8 3 5 44 34 10 0 19   

Victoria Dock 16 7 4 5 41 39 2 0 18   

Hull A 16 8 1 7 47 42 5 0 17   

Willows B 16 5 3 8 33½ 38½ -5 0 13   

St Andrews D 16 5 3 8 36 45 -9 0 13   

Hull B 16 3 6 7 32½ 41½ -9 0 12   

Willows A 16 5 0 11 31 46 -15 0 10   
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Individual Cups 
U165  

Eight players (down from eighteen last year) entered the U165. The trophy was  won by Won by Tim Turner (Beverley) with 
Andrew Bettley (St Andrews runner up).    

U125 
Ten players entered the U125 (down from eighteen the previous year). Won by Joe Varley (Hull). Runner up David Thrun. (St 
Andrews) 

Junior 
A new tournament this year. Ten players. Won by Joe Varley (Hull). Runner up Ned Carmichael (Beverley) 

 

Players of the Year (winners and runners-up) 
 
 
6B-D1   winner & runner up  -  Alec Grice (Beverley) and Steve Hodge (Hull) 
6B-D2   winner & runner up  -  Scott Nicholson (Hull) and Peter Perkins (Beverley) 
4B-D1   winner & runner up  -  Michael Hackett (Beverley) and John Sugden (Withernsea) 
4B-D2   winner & runner up  -  James Hall (Hull) and Paul Allison (Hull) 
Junior    winner & runner up  -  Joe Varley (Hull)  and Ned Carmichael (Beverley) 
Overall winner & runner up  -  Paul Allison (Hull) and Michael Hackett (Beverley) 
 

Summer League 
 

Final league Table Division 1     Final league Table Divison 2 
 
Last year’s Summer League competition ran smoothly. There were six teams in the higher section and six the lower one. 
The 2018 Summer League commences in June with seven teams in division one, six in division two and will be utilizing the 
ECF League Management System. 

 

Fixture Secretary’s report 
The 2017-18 winter season ran fairly well but there are still too many matches being defaulted.  Because of the increase in the 
number of teams, it was not possible to allocate the usual league-free weeks for the benefit of the individual club championships.  
Some teams have had difficulty fitting in cup ties and re-arranged matches towards the end of the season so it may be necessary 
to leave a week or two free from matches during April/May in the future. 
 
In previous seasons, the 6 board Div 1 and Div 2 matches were placed in separate weeks to enable teams to field reserves when 
required. This is no longer feasible however so next season clubs may find that their Div 1 and Div 2 teams in both the 6 Board 
and 4 Board Leagues may have matches on the same night. This should ease the fixture congestion towards the end of the sea-
son. 

Schools and Junior Chess   
The Charity continues to support  local schools playing chess and maintains a database of school clubs. We continue to make 
grants available to schools clubs to help with the purchase of chess equipment; in addition,  number of 
chess players continue to provide regular support to local school clubs and Saturday morning sessions at 
Hull library continue.  During the year we held the annual open day at the Library and despite good pub-
licity this was not well attended, although we were featured on Radio Humberside.  
 
For the second year running Hull took part in the Yorkshire Junior Grand Prix. The Junior congress was 
held at Hymers School (who are to be thanked for providing the accommodation free) in February and 
attracted over 55 children from throughout Yorkshire. Although the local attendance was not numerically 
strong there was some local success with prizes for five Hull Juniors including first prize in the novices 
section. Hull Juniors also won prizes at the York Junior Congress, also part of the Yorkshire Junior Grand 
Prix. 
 
This year saw the introduction of our own Junior tournament, won by Joe Varley (the photo opposite 
shows Joe being presented with the winners trophy in the Open Section at the Hull Junior Congress).  
Gabriel and Philip Wood  are also to be particularly recognised for their performance in the national 
Delancey Challenge; both came 2nd in Yorkshire in their age bands in the Mega-Final. 
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Photographs from the Hull Junior Congress 
 
Hull Chess club, in particular are to be congratulated for he continuing development of their Junior Chess Club. This is reflected 
in the number of entries on the new junior tournament and we now have three players in the top 10 juniors in Yorkshire. 
 
In July this year  the charity will host its first summer school which will give children the opportunity to learn chess from begin-
ner level up to advanced ECF accredited tutors will provide a three day coaching session for around 40 children at all levels. 

 
Hull and District in the Yorkshire League  

 
2017/18 was the eighth season I (Dave Mills) have held the post of Match Captain. The pool of players regularly available for  
selection fell slightly compared with 2016/2017. There is usually a pool of  around thirty people for each round of fixtures. Alt-
hough this seems adequate to fill 16 boards, analysis reveals that just 14 players featured in 6 or more matches over the course of 
the season and there were very few occasions when someone available for selection was not offered a place in one of the two 
teams. A larger pool of players would be of great assistance for the 2018/2019 season. 
 
Agreeing to play the first four sets of matches away from home enabled us to adopt a strategy popular with some other Yorkshire 
League clubs. We did not put the eight highest graded players into the ‘A’ team on every occasion. This was a judgement call, 
also influenced by transport considerations, whereby both of the teams selected were (hopefully) strong enough to win their 
matches. Aimed at improving the prospects of the ‘B’ team obtaining promotion to Division One, Further discussion is required 
to decide whether this approach was appropriate and desirable. The statistics show that the ‘B’ team came within one board point 
of promotion as Division Two runners-up and the ‘A’ team finished seven places above the relegation slots. 

 
Hull & District Chess Association ‘A’  
York R. I. ‘A’ finished as Champions with a 100% record. Hull & D.C.A. ‘A’ were fourth with a 50% record, although it has to 
be conceded that this includes an 8-0 win by default against Leeds CCCC and a 5½-2½ win against Bradford ‘A’ in a postponed 
fixture after the scheduled end of the season where both teams were missing several higher board members. The team composi-
tion strategy used in 2017/2018 may not be appropriate or viable in 2018/2019 and I will be discussing it with all concerned be-
fore September 2018.  

 
Hull & District Chess Association ‘B’  

Teams relegated from Division One are almost always favourites for promotion in the subsequent season. On that basis, Harro-

gate ‘A’ and Alwoodley ‘A’ were going to offer a stern challenge for Rose Forgrove ‘B’, Hull & D.C.A. ‘B’ and Sheffield ‘C’ 

who finished 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively in Division Two in 2016/2017. Harrogate ‘A’, Hull & D.C.A. ‘B’ and Alwoodley ‘A’ 

all won their first four matches. A 4-4 draw between Hull & D.C.A. ‘B’ and Alwoodley ‘A’ left them both unbeaten before 

Christmas and clinging on behind the 100% Harrogate ‘A’. A 5½-2½ defeat for Hull & D.C.A. ‘B’ at the hands of the league 

leaders in February 2018 was not disastrous as Alwoodley ‘A’ also lost to them in late March 2018, but Sheffield ‘C’ narrowly 

defeating Harrogate ‘A’ by 4½-3½ meant our final away match would be crucial. We would have to beat Sheffield ‘C’ on 28th 

April 2018 to pip them for promotion as a 4-4 draw would still see them take second place on board difference. With two games 

remaining in play and Sheffield ‘C’ leading by a narrow 3½-2½ margin, promotion was still a possibility, but the ‘B’ team even-

tually lost 4½-3½. Sheffield ‘C’ went up in second place to Harrogate ‘A’. Even more galling was Alwoodley ‘A’ snatching 3rd 

place by ½ board point when they defeated relegation bound Pontefract 4½-3½.  


